Objectives: We conducted this study to determine whether there is a mortality reduction conferred by direct transport to the trauma center from the scene when compared with interfacility transfer (IFT).
Methods: This is a retrospective cohort study of all patients over the age of two who suffered a traumatic head injury and were transported across county lines to a regional Level I trauma center for neurosurgical care between January 2002 and November 2006. Patients with suspected TBI resulting in a GCS less than 9 were included. Patients were stratified according to whether they were directly transported (DT) from the field or via IFT after initial stabilization and resuscitation at a Level III trauma center. Data obtained from the trauma registry included patient demographics including age, sex, and race, time of ambulance arrival, mechanism of injury, initial
